[Expression of tumor suppressor gene p53 and Rb in patients with epidermoid carcinoma of the head and neck].
The suppressive effect of tumorigenicity of the tumor marker gene p53 in colon carcinomas and rb in lung carcinomas has now been shown in preceding reports. Further studies have been conducted to examine the loss of expression of p53 and rb in head and neck carcinomas. Since only a small number of cases have been analyzed, results have differed. We therefore analyzed the protein expressions of p53 and rb in 56 carcinomas of the head and neck, using immunofluorescence microscopy. Changes in DNA or RNA sequences were not analyzed. However, no correlation was found between the protein expression of p53 and rb and tumor malignancy, the grade of cellular differentiation and lymph node metastases.